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REPORT  OF  THE  SELECTMEN. 


The  following  report  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  Town,-— 
March  1st,  1861, — is  respectfully  submitted : 

ALMSHOUSE  ESTABLISHMENT. 


ACCOUNT  OF  STOCK  AT  ALMSHOUSE,  MARCH  1,  186 L 


13  1-2  tons  English  hay,  @  $21.00 

$283.50 

3  1-2     "    meadow  " 

10.00 

35.00 

1  horse, 

115.00 

2  oxen, 

125.00 

8  cows, 

30.00 

240.00 

2  heifers, 

20.00 

40.00 

5  swine, 

72.00 

8  fowls, 

.50 

4.00 

60  bu.  corn, 

.90 

54.00 

8  1-4  bu.  rye, 

1.00 

8.25 

22  bu.  oats, 

.50 

11.00 

6  1-2  bu.  meal, 

.90 

5.85 

3  1-2  bu.  beans, 
150  lbs.  shorts 

1.50 

5.25 

2.00 

600  lbs  salt  beef, 

.07 

42.00 

450  lbs.  salt  pork, 

.11 

49.50 

250  lbs.  ham, 

.12} 

31.00 

117  lbs.  butter, 

.25 

29.25 

10  lbs.  cheese. 

.13 

1.30 

50  lbs.  lard, 

.14 

7.00 

27  lbs.  candles, 

.14 

3.78 

115  lbs.  dried  apples, 

.09 

10.35 

2  bbls.  soap, 

4.00 

8.00 

1183.08 
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Amount  brought  forward, 

3  1-2  bbls.  vinegar,  © 
1 6  1-2  bbls.  cider, 

4  1-2  bbls.  apples, 
120  bu.  potatoes, 

1 25  bu.  french  turnips, 

5  bu.  carrots, 

1  1-2  bu.  onions, 
Groceries, 


$1183.03 

$4.00 

14.00 

2.25 

37.25 

2.00 

9.00 

.50 

60.00 

.33 

41.25 

.33 

1.65 

.80 

1.20 

8.00 

1355.38 


EXPENDITURES  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 


Paid  for 

groceries, 

$76.81 

a 

grain, 

147.04 

it 

flour, 

82.00 

u 

salt, 

2.93 

u 

meat  and  fish, 

17.57 

u 

soap, 

8.50 

ft 

clothing  and  bedding, 

57.41 

a 

furniture, 

1.00 

a 

labor  on  farm, 

67.25 

'  u 

farming  tools, 
repairs  on  buildings, 

9.56 

it 

6.15 

u 

grass  seed, 

8.42 

u 

grass  standing, 

6.00 

it 

blacksmithing, 

14.05 

« 

medicines  and  medical  aid, 

15.10 

making  cider, 

9.77 

a 

wood  and  coal, 

22.72 

u 

stock, 

156.00 

Due  David  Hervey,  April  1st,  1861, 

300.00 

"    Hannah  Willis,  " 

25.00 

Hay,  stock  &c.  on  hand,  March  1st,  I860, 

1554.36 

2587.64 


RECEIPTS  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 

By  652  lbs.  butter,  $163.00 

"  milk,  7,40 

"  calves,  41.87 

"  4  oxen  sold,  226.20 

"  hides      "  10.56 

"  lard,  10.50 

u  soap  grease,  3.96 


463.49 
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Amount  brought  forward,  $463.49 

By  12  swine,  36.00 

4t  vinegar  and  cider,               ,  30.48 

**  fowls  and  eggs,  32.37 

"  potatoes  and  turnips,  15.74 

"  work  done  for  William  Reed  and  others,  88.86 

"  straw,                                :  2.27 

"  William  Reed,  for  keeping  heifer,  5.00 

'*  Lakeville,  for  keeping  Frances  Hudson,  12.25 

,k  L.  Howard,  for  hoop  poles,  1.10 

*'  going  with  hearse  to  thirty-one  funerals,  31.00 

"  hay,  stock  &c.  on  hand,  March  1st,  1861,  1355.38 

"  due  from  H.  Dailey,  for  rent  of  Hayden  house,  11.67 


2085.61 


Expenditures  of  Almshouse,  $2587.64 
Receipts  «  2085.61 

Balance  against  Almshouse,  —  •   502.03 


INMATES  Q$  ALMSHOUSE. 


Age      No.  weeks 


James  Willis, 

81 

52 

Hannah  Willis, 

56 

52 

Patience  Shaw, 

89 

52 

Asa  Drake, 

46 

52 

George  Wade, 
Patty  Randall, 

21 

52 

84 

52 

Almah  Dickerman, 

14 

52 

Ella  A.  Dickerman, 

9 

52 

Otis  French, 

64 

52 

Willard  H.  Morse, 

50 

52 

Transient  paupers,  13. 

Admitted  the  past  year, 

5 

Discharged, 

2 

Died, 

1 

Age  No*  weeks 

Daniel  Howard, 

66 

52 

Anna  Hayden, 
Susanna  Drake, 

89 

52 

44 

22 

Eveline  A.  Drake, 

7 

46 

Eunice  Packard, 

69 

52 

Benjamin  A.  Smith, 

26 

46 

Frances  Hudson,  died. 

53 

2 

Rebecca  Ferguson, 

74 

9 

Joseph  Britton, 
Judson  Gilbert, 

41 

1 

79 

Now  in  the  Almshouse, 

17 

Males, 

9 

Females, 

8 

Average  number  for  the  year,  15  35-52. 

Cost  of  each  pauper  per  week,  over  the  income  of  the  farm,  62  cents 
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EXPENSES  OF  POOR  OUT  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 

Paid  North  Bridgewater,  aid  to  Cyrenas  Phillips'  child,  $9.05 

"  Plymouth,               "                 «  "  67.12 

"  W.  Bridgewater,  funeral  expenses  "  "  7.82 

"  Charles  T.  Derry,  aid  to  Mary  Packard,  8.25 

"  State  L.  Hospital,  aid  to  John  W.  Marshall,  162.89 

"         s     "                 "     Joseph  Britton,  66.51 

"  Mrs.  D.  French,  aid  to  Sidney  French,  39.00 

"  J.  Kimball,  aid  to  Mrs.  Samuel  Cordner,  14.50 

"  F.  W.  Fecto,  aid  to  Augustus  Phillips,  20.00 

"  Dr.  G.  B.  Cogswell,  aid  to  Noah  White,  15.00 

"  Drake  &  Goward,      "              "  17.99 

"  Tardus  Buck,           "              "  2.81 

"  Treas.  State  Reform  Sch.  aid  to  Edw.  Hagerty  Jr.  21.95 

"  Dr.  S.  Deans,  aid  to  Constantine  Kerley,  7.50 

"  Drake  &  Goward,                 "  4.76 

"  Norton,  aid  to  Benj.  A.  Smith,  3.00 

•'  Abington,  aid  to  Geo.  Quinley,  13.00 

"  O.  H.  Henshaw,           "  1.33 

"  Dr.  S.  Deans,  aid  to  Galen  Smith,  12.75 

«  Dr.  J.  C.  Swan,              "  8.75 

"  Walter  "W  ebb,  aid  to  Joseph  Britton's  family,  9.00 

"  Plymouth,  aid  to  Isaac  Dickerman,  8.50 

"           "         "      Stephen  G.  Dickerman's  first  wife,     1 3.00 

k-  Drake  &.  Goward,  aid  to  Richmond  Carr,  4.00 

"  Lewis  M.  Thayer,  aid  to  Thomas  Nelson,  3.50 

"  H.  D.  Howard,  aid  to  Almira  Drew,  4.50 

"  Dr.  Caleb  Swan,                 "  5.50 

"  H,  Copeland,                     "  13.50 

"  Dr.  J.  C.  Swan,  aid  to  Henry  Drew,  3.00 

"  Dr.  Caleb  Swan,                 "  6.50 

"  H.  Copeland,                      «  1.00 

"  Joel  S.  Drake,                    «  3.00 

"  Dr.  Caleb  Swan,  aid  to  Nancy  Wade,  1.25 

"  H.  Copeland,                       "  13.00 

"          "                       Ann  Clapp,  2.00 

"          "                        Wm.  Blanchard,  1.00 

"  Dr.  C.  Swan,                       «  3.00 

Polly  Bachelder,  4.00 

"  Sharon,  aid  to  George  Randall,  1.00 

"  George  E.  R.  Leigh  ton,  aid  to  Rebecca  Ferguson,  3.86 


  608.09 

Amount  due  and  paid  by  other  towns,  124.24 


483.85 
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TOWN  APPE0PEIATI0N8,  1860, 

Public  Schools,  -  $2,000.00 

Highways,  1,800.00 

Incidental  Expenses,  2,500.00 

State  Tax,  332.50 

County  Tax,  1,261.45 

Overlayings,  382.91 


 8,276.86 

Valuation  of  Town,  $1,240,808,00.  Number  of  Polls,  802.  Tax  on 
property,  57  cents  on  $100.    Poll  tax,  $1.50. 


APPROPRIATION  FOR  SCHOOLS* 
Paid  school  districts  previous  to  summer  term,  768.02 


Cost  of  summer  term 

Cost  of  winter  term 

Total 

Dist.  No.  1 

$91.00 

$99.67 

$190-67 

a 

2 

63.75 

126.67 

190.42 

a 

3 

54.00 

121.67 

175.67 

u 

4 

63.12 

71.50 

134.62 

et 

5 

61.58 

86.75 

148.33 

a 

6 

68.30 

79.25 

147.55 

u 

7 

204.00 

299.00 

503.00 

u 

8 

36.00 

*118.39 

154.39 

a 

9 

65.00 

144.23 

209.23 

a 

10 

60.00 

71.41 

131.41 

u 

11 

93.00 

132.50 

225.50 

Cost  of  summer  and  winter  terms,  — \  2210.79 

2978.8  3 

Not  paid,  118.39 
Total  amount  expended  the  past  year,  2860.42 


APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 


Diat.  Surveyor 

Dist. 

Surveyor 

I. 

Samuel  Simpson, 

$133.57 

7. 

Oliver  Ames, 

146.93 

2. 

Alson  Gilmore, 

207.05 

8. 

Asahel  Wade, 

133.57 

3. 

Edwin  Howard, 

167.00 

9. 

Silas  V.  Clapp, 

153.60 

4. 

Daniel  B.  Wheaton, 

100.18 

10. 

E.  Wm.  Randall, 

187.00 

5. 

Charles  Evans, 

149.12 

11. 

Lincoln  Drake, 

191.75 

6. 

Jepthah  Buck, 

Total, 

183.80 

1,753.57 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  John  Kimball,  Selectman,  Assessor  and  Overseer  of 

the  Poor,  S129.7& 

u          "            cash  expenses,  23.72 

"          "            use  of  horse  and  carriage,  25.00 

u    Hoi-ace  D.  Howard,  Selectman  &c.  105.62 

"              "                use  of  horse  and  carriage.  18.50 

"   Dan  W.  Heath,  Selectman,  &c.  56.25 

"              "           use  of  horse  and  earriage,  2.00 

"   Daniel  H.  Pratt,  School  Committee,  42.00 

«  Lewis  B.  Bates,             "  36.00 

"   George  G.  Withington,    "  31.50 

"  Henry  D.  Goward,  Constable,  1 2.50 
"   John  Kimball,  collecting,  recording  and  returning 

107  births,  57  deaths  and  20  marriages,  30.90 


513.74 


RECAPITULATION. 


Paid  for  support  of  Poor  out  of  Almshouse,  $483.85 
<k  "    in  "  502.03 

Public  Schools,  2860.42 
Town  Officers,  513.74 
Roads  and  Bridges,  1753.57 

 6113.61 


We  recommend  that  the  Town  raise,  for  expenses  the  current  year,  the 
sum  of  twenty-five  hundred  dollars,  ($2500)  in  addition  to  what  is  raised 
for  schools,  roads  and  bridges. 

JOHN  KIMBALL,  ) 

HORACE  D.  HOWARD,^  Selectmen  of  Fasten. 

DAN  W.  HEATH.  ) 
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LIQUOE  AGENCY. 

Dr.  DAVID  HERVEY,  AGENT. 

Stock  on  hand  at  last  report,  $66.82 

Balance  due            "  81.09 

Cash  received  for  liquor  to  March  1st,  1861,  611.51 


759.42 


<7r. 

Cash  paid  for  liquor  to  March  1st,  1861>  469.64 

"  to  town  treasury,  100.00 
Salary  of  Agent,  50.00 
Cash  in  Agent's  hands,  45.17 
Stock  on  hand,  94.61 


759.42 


Cash  and  stock  belonging  to  the  Town  in  the  Agent's  hands,  March  1st, 
1861,  $139.78. 


TEEASUBEE'S  BEP0RT. 


TOWN  OF   EASTON  IN  ACCOUNT  WITH  J.  KIMBALL, 

Dr.  TREASURER, 

To  paid  sundry  town  orders,  $1206.60 

"       County  tax,  1261.45 

"       State  tax,  332.50 

"       David  Hervey,  as  Superintendent,  300.00 

Hannah  Willis,  25.00 

"       Parish,  for  use  of  town  hall,  60.00 

"       order  for  military  services,  412.00 

"       Highway  Surveyors,  1753.57 

u       6  per  cent  on  all  taxes,  496.61 

44       printing  reports,  receipts  and  voters'  lists,  26.25 

School  orders,  2860.42 

"       postage  and  express,  4.45 

Town  tax,  23.94 

"       J.  Kimball,  remittances,  86.41 

"       O.  Ames  &  Sons,  rent  of  Armory,  60.00 

"       for  valuation  books,  26.15 

"       Dr.  J.  B.  Dean's  account,  66.49 

To  balance  in  treasury,  cash  and  uncollected  taxes,  1126.96 

—  10,128.80 
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Contra,  Or* 

By  balauce  in  treasury,  March  1st,  1860,  $802.42 

-  received  from  State,  military  bounty,  412.50 

«                    "     School  fund,  118.28 

"                    "     rent  of  Armory,  50.00 

"          Samuel  Deans,  for  note,  34.50 

"          H.  Dailey,  rent  of  Iiayden  house,  12.00 

"          Assessors'  warrant  for  taxes,  1860,  8276.86 

"         N.  Bridgewater,  14.74 

"          Plymouth,  79.00 

44         Raynham,  23.50 

"          A.  A.  Rotch,  for  dog  fines,  60.00 

«          Isaac  Carrier,  10.00 

107  dog  licenses,  135.00 

"          D.  Hervey,  profits  on  liquor,  100.00 


■10,128.80 
JOHN  KIMBALL,  Treasurer. 


CONDITION  OF  TREASURY,  MARCH  1st,  1861. 
Debts. 

Due  David  Hervey,  April  1st,  $300.00 

Hannah  Willis,       "  25.00 

Mrs.  John  Smith,  26.00 

Stoughton,  about  20.00 

Milford,       "  25.00 

Parish,  for  rent  of  town  hall,  60.00 

School  district  No.  8,  for  winter  term,  118.39 

Probable  cost  of  summer  schools,  900.00 


1474.39 


Assets. 

Cash  and  uncollected  taxes  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  LI  2  6.9  6 

Due  from  State  for  military  services,  412.00 

"         "         armory  rent,  50.00 

"       Liquor  Agent,  139.78 

"       Beverly,  7.00 

"        Plymouth,  2.00 


1737.74 


Balance  in  favor  of  the  town, 


263.35 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE'S  REPORT, 


In  obedience  to  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  agreeably 
to  the  expectations  of  their  fellow  citizens,  the  School  Committee 
of  Easton  would  now  fulfill  their  last  duty  for  the  year,  by  re 
porting  to  you  their  doings  and  the  state  of  the  schools  under 
their  care.  The  cause  of  education  is  one  of  deep  interest  to  the 
entire  community,  and  every  person  should  feel  that  he  has  a  per- 
sonal interest  in  the  prosperity  of  public  schools.  The  money  ex- 
pended in  educating  the  young,  is  the  most  profitable  of  all  in- 
vestments, and  should  be  bestowed  neither  sparingly  nor  grudg- 
ingly. Every  dollar  expended  in  fitting  the  rising  generation  for 
usefulness,  will  aid  in  preventing  crime  with  all  its  horrors,  and 
the  expense  of  its  punishment,  which  of  itself  not  unfrequently 
exceeds  the  cost  of  education. 

Before  proceeding  to  a  "  detailed  report,"  of  the  condition  of 
each  school,  the  Committee  would  congratulate  the  town  upon 
the  eminent  degree  of  success  which  has  crowned  the  efforts  of 
the  teachers.  From  their  previous  knowledge  of  the  condition  of 
the  schools,  and  from  personal  examination  at  the  close  of  each, 
your  Committee  believe  the  schools  to  be  in  a  more  prosperous 
condition  than  ever  before ;  and  never  before  have  they  stood  so 
high  in  literary  and  we  trust  also,  in  moral  attainments,  as  they 
do  at  the  present  time. 

District  No,  1. 

Summer  Term, — Teacher,  Miss  Virginia  Hughes,  of  Bridge- 
water. 
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This  teacher  having  taught  in  this  town  the  previous  year, 
your  Committee  were,  from  the  beginning  of  the  term,  confident 
of  a  brilliant  termination.  A  good  degree  of  mental  activity,  and 
proper  deportment  in  the  school  room  have  characterized  this 
school.  Constant  improvement  has  been  apparent.  Though 
some  of  the  older  and  more  advanced  pupils  of  previous  terms 
have  left,  their  places  are  creditably  filled  by  those  whose  earnest- 
ness and  spirit  of  application  give  good  promise.  The  smaller 
classes  in  Reading  and  Geography  deserve  especial  mention, 
We  have  known  scholars  to  study  these  branches  all  their  school 
days,  and  yet  leave  school  with  less  practical  knowledge  of  them 
than  the  smaller  scholars  in  this  school  manifest. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Mr.  Charles  Swan,  of  Easton. 

This  was  Mr.  Swan's  first  attempt  at  teaching,  and  he  being  a 
resident  of  the  district,  and  having  heretofore  attended  this  school 
as  a  scholar,  some  of  his  pupils  evidently  took  advantage  of  their 
acquaintance,  and  were  less  orderly  in  the  school-room  than  they 
otherwise  would  have  been.  Yet  we  believe  that  the  teacher  en- 
deavored to  perform  his  duty  faithfully,  and  to  interest  his  pupils 
in  their  various  studies.  The  Committee  were  pleased  with  the 
promptness  which  was  exhibited  at  the  examination  of  this  school ; 
and  although  incorrect  answers  were  sometimes  given,  a  spirit  of 
willingness  was  manifested,  which  would  be  creditable  to  any 
school. 

District  No.  2, 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Hattie  A.  Babbitt,  of  Easton. 

This  school  was  commenced  by  a  teacher,  who  at  the  close  of 
the  second  week  was  obliged  to  retire  from  the  school  on  account 
of  sickness,  much  to  the  regret  of  the  district  and  of  the  Commit- 
tee.  After  a  vacation  of  nearly  two  weeks,  Miss  Babbitt  was  en- 
gaged to  finish  the  term.  This  was  her  first  attempt  as  teacher 
of  a  public  school,  yet  there  appeared  to  be  an  earnest  desire  to 
perform  her  part  in  the  instruction  of  the  pupils  under  her  charge. 
She  i'iiled  to  obtain  the  confidence,  respect  and  love  of  some  of 
the  scholars ;  and  the  consequence  was, — irregularity  of  attend- 
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ance,  inattention  to  study  on  the  part  of  some  pupils,  and  a  gen- 
eral deficiency  of  enthusiasm  in  the  school-room.  If  the  parents 
had  not  allowed  their  scholars  to  leave  school,  before  the  close  of 
the  term,  we  think  the  school  would  have  been  profitable  to  the 
district.  Those  scholars  that  continued  through  the  term,  were 
prompt  in  their  answers  and  gave  evidence  of  good  progress. 
With  more  experience,  and  under  more  favorable  circumstances, 
we  believe  Miss  Babbitt  will  make  a  very  successful  teacher. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Mr.  J.  H.  Trask,  of  Maine, 

Being  unacquainted  with  the  method  of  instruction  usually 
pursued  in  this  State,  and  being  of  an  excitable  temperament,  the 
teacher  in  some  instances  did  not  succeed  in  making  the  explan- 
ation of  principles  plain  to  his  pupils.  Mr.  Trask  commenced 
his  school  with  a  determination  to  maintain  order  in  the  school- 
room, and  he  was  successful,  although  some  parents  did  not  give 
him  their  co-operation  and  assistance.  In  most  branches  the 
scholars  evinced  a  good  degree  of  improvement,  and  we  believe 
that  this  has  not  been  an  unprofitable  term  to  the  district ;  yet 
justice  requires  us  to  say  that  if  some  parents  had  more  readily 
acquiesced  in  the  endeavors  of  the  teacher  to  sustain  order,  the 
term  would  have  been  more  prosperous  and  more  profitable. 

District  No,  3. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  L.  Olivet  Field  of  Norton. 

This  school  is  small,  and  the  scholars  are  quite  young  ;  yet  the 
teacher  by  her  cheerful  countenance  and  mild  government,  suc- 
ceeded in  gaining  the  affections  of  her  pupils,  and  in  advancing 
them  in  their  studies.  At  the  examination,  a  noticeable  feature 
was  the  beautiful  manner  in  which  the  school-room  was  trim- 
med ;  this,  together  with  the  prompt  answers  to  questions  in 
Geography  and  Arithmetic,  rendered  the  exercises  very  interest- 
ing to  the  numerous  company  of  spectators  present,  and  highly 
gratifying  to  the  committee.  We  thought  the  reading,  especially 
of  the  pieces  in  poetry,  hardly  equal  to  what  we  have  sometimes 
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heard  in  this  school.    A  little  paper  denominated  "  The  Bud  of 
Knowledge,"  containing  compositions  written  by  the  scholars, 
was  a  new  feature  in  this  school,  and  was  highly  creditable  to  all 
concerned . 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Mr.  Edwin  D.  Howard,  of  Baston. 

Mr.  Howard  is  a  resident  of  this  District,  and  has  previously 
taught  this  school.  The  Committee  at  their  several  visits  found 
the  school  orderly,  the  scholars  attentive  to  their  studies,  and  that 
teacher  and  scholars  were  trying  to  have  a  good  school.  That 
they  succeeded  in  an  eminent  degree  was  quite  evident  at  the  close 
of  the  term.  The  improvement  made  in  the  important  branch 
of  writing  surpasses  that  in  any  other  school  in  town. 

District  No,  4. 

Teacher,  Miss  H.  Elizabeth  Godfrey,  of  Norton. 

This  school  has  been  under  the  care  of  the  same  teacher  dur- 
ing the  year,  and  it  has  done  well,  very  well.  The  attendance, 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  tables,  has  been  good.  The  school-room 
has  uniformly  presented  a  scene  of  good  order  and  diligence  ; 
teacher  and  scholar  both  evidently  attempted  their  best  to  make 
the  school  a  profitable  one  ;  and  they  succeeded.  Good  progress 
in  the  several  branches  of  study  has  been  made.  At  the  closing 
examination,  in  summer,  the  room  was  decorated  with  wreaths 
of  evergreens  and  boquets  of  beautiful  flowers,  of  which  both 
teacher  and  scholars  might  well  feel  proud.  The  recitation  of  a 
piece  of  poetry  by  a  little  Miss  was  not  the  least  interesting 
feature. 

District  No.  5. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Eliza  D.  Kingman,  of  North 
Bridgcwater. 

This  was  her  first  public  school,  and  being  an  entire  stranger, 
it  necessarily  took,  as  under  the  same  circumstances  it  always 
must,  a  portion  of  the  term  before  the  teacher  became  fully  ac- 
quainted with  her  duty.  The  mild,  yet  efficient  government,  to 
gefher  with  the  method  of  teaching,  created  among  the  scholars 
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a  good  degree  of  interest  in  the  school.  The  scholars  were  more 
regular  in  their  attendance  than  during  the  preceding  year. 
Twenty-two  scholars  were  not  tardy  ;  a  greater  per  cent  than  in 
any  other  school  in  town. 

The  exercises  at  the  close  of  the  term  were  satisfactory  ;  good 
progress  was  made  in  most  branches  taught.  If  more  attention 
had  been  given  to  the  reading  in  prose,  we  think  the  school  would 
have  shown  a  greater  degree  of  improvement  in  this  important 
branch. 

Fall  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Eliza  D.  Kingman,  of  North 
Bridgewater. 

The  people  of  this  district  were  fortunate  in  securing  again  the 
services  of  the  same  teacher  who  taught  their  school  in  the  sum- 
mer ;  and  the  result  was,  as  we  expected,  the  same  pleasant  and 
profitable  school.  We  believe  that  the  interests  of  those  who  are 
confided  to  her  instruction  and  guidance,  will  not  suffer  in  any 
respect ;  but  that,  while  assiduous  in  the  direct  discharge  of  her 
duties,  she  will  also  be  desirous  of  exerting  a  good  moral  influ- 
ence. 

District  No,  6, 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Harriet  C.  Billings,  of  Sharon. 

Miss  Billings  evidently  tried  her  best  to  make  the  school  a 
profitable  one,  and  to  perform  her  duty  faithfully ;  but  the  school 
was  small,  and  there  was  not  created  among  the  scholars  that 
earnest  desire  for  knowledge,  so  essential  to  the  realization  of  the 
full  benefits  of  the  school-room.  The  school  was  in  a  backward 
condition,  and  one  term  would  not  suffice  to  place  it  on  an  equal 
standing  with  other  schools  in  town  ;  yet  your  Committee  believe 
that  progress  was  made  in  most  of  the  branches  taught.  The 
writings,  and  recitations  in  arithmetic,  give  evidence  of  a  want  of 
attention.  In  some  instances  words  of  eight  letters  were  written 
with  only  four ;  giving  abundant  proof  that  the  scholars  gave  but 
little  thought  to  their  work. 
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Winter  Term.— Teacher,  Miss  Eliza  M.  Bassett,  of  Winslow, 
Maine. 

There  is  the  least  number  of  scholars  in  this  district  of  any  in 
town  ;  and  as  each  individual  scholar  has  a  greater  proportion  of 
the  teacher's  time,  some  would  expect  to  find  the  scholars  farther 
advanced  than  in  our  larger  schools.  But  such  is  not  the  case. 
Although  the  pupils  in  this  district  are  not  so  far  advanced  as  in 
some  of  our  larger  schools,  yet  the  progress  made  during  this 
term  has  done  much  towards  placing  them  on  an  equal  footing 
with  our  best  pupils.  Commendable  advancement  has  been  made 
in  the  various  branches  ;  but  the  most  marked  improvement  was 
noticeable  in  the  arithmetic  and  writing.  Never  have  we  seen 
the  scholars  in  this  district  exhibit  so  perfect  an  understanding  of 
the  principles  of  arithmetic  as  at  the  closing  examination. 

District  lo.  7, 

Summer  Term. — Primary  Department. — Teacher,  Miss  Han- 
nah A.  Gushing,  of  Taunton.  Assistant,  Miss  Elizabeth  Pack- 
ard, of  Easton. 

The  selection  which  was  made  of  a  teacher  for  this  school, 
proved  a  profitable  one  to  all  concerned.  Miss  Gushing  evidently 
loves  little  children,  and  therefore  performs  her  duties  with  a  zest 
that  cannot  fail  to  interest  and  instruct  her  pupils.  It  is  not  the 
amount,  but  the  kind  of  knowledge  that  the  teacher  instils  into 
the  minds  of  these  little  ones,  by  which  they  prove  themselves 
worthy  or  unworthy  their  situation.  Much  attention  was  given 
to  reading  and  spelling,  and  in  these  branches  the  pupils  acquit- 
ted themselves  nobly.  The  teacher  endeavored  to  lead  her  pu- 
pils in  the  light,  and  to  impress  upon  their  minds  the  higher  prin- 
ciples of  life.  Miss  Cushing  has  had  considerable  experience  in 
schools  of  this  class,  and  seems  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  situa- 
tion. 

Miss  Packard  rendered  herself  highly  useful,  and  undoubtedly 
deserves  a  portion  of  the  credit  belonging  to  the  teachers  of  this 
school. 
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Higher  Department. — Teacher,  Miss  Elighta  A.  Dean,  of  Eas~ 
ton. 

The  Committee  in  all  their  visits  to  this  department,  had  evi- 
dence that  the  parents  had  not  lost  their  interest  in  the  education 
of  their  children,  nor  their  confidence  in  Miss  Dean  as  instruct- 
ress. Under  the  judicious  management  of  Miss  Dean,  the  school 
made  rapid  strides  in  the  path  of  knowledge  ;  distinctness  of  voice 
and  a  perfect  understanding  of  the  ground  gone  over,  marked  all 
the  exercises.  Everything  at  the  closing  examination  was  as  it 
should  be. 

Winter  Term. — Primary  Department. — Teacher,  Miss  Han- 
nah A.  Gushing.    Assistant,  Miss  Jennie  Lake,  of  Easton. 

This  school  had  the  same  teacher  during  the  year.  The  large 
number  of  scholars  and  the  inconvenient  character  of  the  room 
made  the  care  of  this  school  an  arduous  business.  Taking  these 
things  into  the  account,  we  think  the  school  has  done  well, 
and  that  the  teacher  has  been  rewarded  for  her  faithful  labors 
with  as  good  results  as  she  could  reasonably  expect. 

Higher  Department. — Teacher,  Mr.  Gilford  Morse,  of  Sharon. 

Mr.  Morse  brought  to  this  school,  better  literary  than  executive 
qualifications.  He  was  diligent  and  appeared  desirous  to  be  use- 
ful to  his  pupils.  But  your  committee  reluctantly  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  pupils  did  not  make  so  much  improvement  as 
could  reasonably  be  expected  in  a  school  of  this  character. 

District  No.  8. 

The  school  in  this  district  has  been  under  the  charge  of  the 
School  Committee  of  Stoughton. 

District  No.  9. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Elizabeth  F.  Clark,  of  Easton. 

Miss  Clark  is  a  resident  of  this  district,  and  therefore  was 
somewhat  familiar  with  the  character  of  the  scholars  and  the  con- 
dition of  the  school.  This  knowledge  was  of  decided  benefit,  both 
to  her  and  her  pupils,  as  it  enabled  her  to  carry  them  on  more 
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promptly  in  their  studies  at  the  beginning  of  the  term,  than  if  she 
had  been  a  stranger.  Good  order  was  maintained,  and  com- 
mendable advancement  made  in  the  attainment  of  knowledge ; 
but  the  low  tone  in  which  several  of  the  pupils  read,  detracted 
much  from  the  interest  in  this  branch.  The  exercises  in  arith- 
metic were  exceedingly  interesting,  showing  that  the  scholars  had 
not  been  taught  "parrot  like,"  but  that  they  had  a  thorough  un- 
derstanding of  the  principles  of  the  branch.  It  is  worthy  of  no- 
tice that  at  the  close  of  the  third  term  in  the  new  school-house  of 
this  district,  the  Committee  were  unable  to  find  a  single  mark 
defacing  a  desk  or  other  parts  of  the  school-room. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Rev.  Geo.  G.  Withington,  of  Easton. 

This  school  having  been  taught  by  a  member  of  your  commit- 
tee, and  believing  as  we  do,  that  no  person  or  body  of  men  should 
judge  their  own  doings,  we  leave  this  school,  being  satisfied  that 
those  interested  are  fully  capable  of  appreciating  the  labors  of  the 
teacher. 

District  No.  10. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Hattie  L.  Messinger,  of  Wren- 
tham. 

This  school  was  under  the  charge  of  a  teacher  who  came  high- 
ly recommended,  and  no  doubt,  possessed  many  of  the  qualifica- 
tions necessary  for  a  useful  teacher.  She  had  that  kindness  and 
gentleness  of  disposition  which  naturally  call  out  the  like  quali- 
ties in  others.  But  she  seemed  to  lack  that  energy  and  decision 
of  character,  which  secure  respect  and  obedience  by  their  own  na- 
tive force  and  application.  Miss  Messinger  gives  her  whole  atten- 
tion to  the  classes  reciting,Vhile  the  remainder  of  the  scholars  are 
unheeded.  This  is  productive  of  restlessness  upon  the  part  of 
some  scholars,  and  dispels  the  quietness  so  pleasing  in  the  school 
room.  The  recitations  at  the  close  of  the  term  evinced  a  greater 
degree  of  improvement  than  was  anticipated  by  your  committee. 
With  more  attention  to  the  order,  upon  the  part  of  the  teacher, 
and  greater  care  upon  the  part  of  the  scholars,  the  school  would 
appear  to  better  advantage,  and  be  productive  of  greater  good. 
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Winter  Term. — Miss  Messinger  again  took  charge  of  this  school. 
And  your  committee  are  happy  to  be  able  to  speak  in  terms  of 
commendation,  as  regards  order  and  the  usefulness  of  the  school. 
Perceptible  improvement  was  made  from  the  previous  term.  The 
teacher  exercised  more  energy,  aud  a  greater  degree  of  quietness 
pervaded  the  school  room.  The  recitations  evinced  care  on  the 
part  of  the  teacher  ;  and  altogether  we  believe  that  the  term  has 
been  a  profitable  one  to  the  district. 

District  No.  11. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  P.  Josephine  Randall,  of  Eastom 
The  people  of  this  district  were  fortunate  in  securing  the  ser- 
vices of  a  teacher  who  has  had  considerable  experience  both  in 
this  and  the  neighboring  towns.  The  school  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  term  was  not  in  a  very  prosperous  condition  ;  but  un- 
der the  management  of  its  judicious  teacher,  order  was  restored. 
The  progress  in  the  branches  pursued  during  the  term  was  com- 
mendable, both  to  teacher  and  scholars.  Your  committee  never 
have  seen  the  school  when  it  appeared  in  a  more  prosperous  con- 
dition  than  at  the  closing  examination.  Many  of  the  scholars  are 
quite  young,  yet  the  room  was  exceedingly  quiet  throughout  the 
exercises,  which  passed  off  pleasantly,  and  apparently  to  the  en- 
tire satisfaction  of  the  many  parents  and  friends  present.  We 
consider  this  one  of  the  best  and  most  advanced  schools  we  have 
in  town. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  D.  H.  Pratt,  of  Easton. 

The  teacher  of  this  school  being  a  member  of  your  committee, 
we  do  not  feel  justified  in  speaking  of  the  advancement  made  dur- 
ing the  term ;  but  justice  to  the  parents,  and  also  to  the  pupils, 
require  that  we  speak  of  and  commend  the  regularity  and  punc- 
tuality with  which  the  scholars  attended  school.  The  average  at- 
tendance was  much  better  than  in  any  other  school  in  town  ;  it 
being  ninety-five  per  cent  of  the  whole  number  of  scholars. 
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SCHOOL  HOUSES. 

It  is  very  essential  to  the  fullest  realization  of  the  benefits  to  be 
derived  from  our  common  schools,  that  the  school  houses  should 
be  made  comfortable,  well  ventilated,  and  of  sufficient  size  to  ac- 
commodate all  who  may  wish  to  attend  school  in  them.  They 
should  be  attractive  in  their  external  appearance,  and  in  their  in- 
ternal arrangement.  Scholars  obliged  to  sit  upon  narrow  seats 
with  perpendicular  backs,  soon  become  weary  and  exhibit  a  spirit 
of  restlessness.  Were  the  parents  in  the  districts,  either  2,  4,  5, 
6  or  10,  obliged  to  occupy  the  place  their  children  do,  for  one 
cold  week  during  the  winter  term,  we  think  the  cold,  the  uncom- 
fortable seats,  and  the  unpleasant  appearance  of  the  school  room, 
would  so  act  as  an  incentive,  that  each  of  these  districts  would  be 
graced  with  an  edifice  comfortable  in  size,  temperature  and  inter- 
nal arrangement,  before  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  past  year,  a  beautiful  and  well  arranged  school  house  has 
been  erected  in  District  No.  8.  It  is  an  inducement  to  the  schol- 
ars to  attend  punctually  and  to  labor  earnestly  ;  an  ornament  to 
the  neighborhood  ;  and  a  lasting  benefit  to  the  future  as  well  as 
present  generation.  The  erection  of  such  a  school  house  is  an 
honor  to  the  people  of  the  district,  and  an  example  worthy  of  im- 
itation by  the  inhabitants  of  districts  No.  2,  4,  5,  6  and  10. 

PABENTAL  VISITS. 

These,  we  believe,  have  had  an  important  influence  for  good 
over  our  schools  for  the  past  year.  These  have  been,  in  several 
districts,  quite  frequent ;  more  so,  taking  the  registers  for  our  bas- 
is of  judgment,  than  for  many  years  before.  We  might  ask  if  any 
regret  spending  a  little  time  and  strength  in  this  way  ?  If  all  do 
not,  on  the  contrary,  feel  amply  repaid  in  the  pleasure  to  them- 
selves ?  But  if  they  fully  realized  how  directly  and  largely 
they  have  thus  contributed  to  the  encouragement  and  efficiency 
of  the  teacher,  and  consequently  to  the  improvement  of  those  un- 
der his  care,  they  must  feel  additional  delight.    We  regard  the 


21 


visits  of  parents  to  the  school  as  among  the  most  direct  means  of 
their  success  and  elevation.  Children  are  wonderfully  prone  to 
be  interested  in  what  interests  older  people,  especially  those  in 
whom  they  have  confidence,— whom  they  love. 

Could  this  matter  be  seen  in  its  true  light,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  rule  of  every  parent  or  guardian,  sending  children  to 
school,  would  be  to  spend  a  little  time  in  that  school,  at  least  once 
each  term.  We  may  be  allowed  to  suggest'  that  it  would  be  well 
if  these  visits  were  scattered  more  equally  over  the  session,  rather 
than  deferred,  as  is  generally  the  case,  until  the  closing  examina- 
tion. This  would  enable  parents  to  know  for  themselves,  how 
things  are  conducted  with  reference  to  the  education  of  their 
children,  and  to  judge  whether  the  condition  of  the  school-house 
and  its  furniture  is  such  as  to  promote  or  preserve  the  health  of 
their  children.  Thus  they  see  what  things  are  wanting  and  where 
improvement  can  be  advantageously  made ;  and  from  this  person- 
al acquaintance  with  the  condition  and  wants  of  the  school,  they 
are  led  to  make  the  necessary  appropriation,  and  give  their  assist- 
ance for  the  securing  of  whatever  will  advance  their  welfare.  We 
hope  this  interest  and  the  manner  of  manifesting  it  will  contin- 
ue to  increase. 
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IRREGULARITY  AND  TARDINESS, 

This  subject  has  been  spoken  of  again  and  again,  but  the  evil, 
fche  great  evil  remains.  There  is  no  one  thing  that  affects  the 
prosperity  of  our  schools  so  directly  as  this.  We  may  have  ex- 
cellent teachers,  good  school-houses,  and  everything  necessary  for 
a  profitable  -school ;  and  yet,  if  the  parents  allow  their  children  to 
be  irregular  in  attendance,  we  shall  fail  to  realize  that  great 
amount  of  good  which  our  public  schools  are  capable  of  produc- 
ing. The  right  to  attend  school  and  obtain  an  education  is  the 
birth-right  of  every  child  in  the  Commonwealth ;  and  no  person, 
no  parent  even,  has  any  legal  or  moral  right  to  withhold  from  any 
child,  this  lawful  inheritance.  How  often,  for  some  trifling  mat- 
ter, the  child  is  kept  at  home,  and  in  a  day  or  two  he  is  again  ab- 
sent. If  he  remains  at  home  to-day,  he  is  unfit  to  go  on  with  his 
class  to-morrow,  because  he  knows  not  the  lesson  of  to-day,  which 
is  indispensable  to  his  understanding  the  one  of  to-morrow.  The 
progress  of  the  pupil  is  impeded,  he  loses  his  interest,  the  class  is 
injured,  and  the  teacher  is  discouraged  in  seeing  his  efforts  to  ad- 
vance his  pupils  defeated. 

Parents,  will  you  look  at  the  actual  loss  you  bring  upon  your 
children,  as  shown  by  the  following  statements? 

In  the  summer,  492  children  attended  our  schools,  while  the 
average  attendance  was  only  392 ;  leaving  100  children  who  were 
absent  each  day ;  or  a  little  more  than  one-fifth  part  of  the  whole 
number. 

In  the  winter,  592  children  attended  school,  and  the  average 
was  491,  leaving  101  absent  each  day ;  more  than  one-sixth  part 
of  the  whole  number.  The  returns  of  the  assessors  of  the  town, 
show  593  children  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15,  upon  the  first  of 
May,  1860.  Comparing  this  number  with  the  school  registers  of 
our  town,  we  find  there  have  been  the  past  year  over  sixty  chil- 
dren betiveen  five  atid fifteen  who  have  not  attended  school  at  all. 
This  number  added  to  the  absentees  among  those  who  have  at- 
tended,  swells  the  number  of  children  absent  from  school  upon  an 
average  to  160 ;  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  whole  number  in  town. 
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Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  more  than  one-fourth  of  all  the  money 
appropriated  to  support  of  schools  is  lost  by  the  non-attendance  of 
your  children.  Again,  if  we  take  into  consideration  the  deleteri- 
ous effects  upon  our  schools  of  this  irregularity  in  attendance,  it 
will  make  the  actual  loss  from  this  cause  even  more  than  above 
stated.  Parents,  citizens,  friends  of  education,  are  you  satisfied 
to  have  so  large  a  portion  of  our  public  school  money  thus  squan- 
dered ?  If  not,  see  to  it  that  your  children  attend  school  regular- 
ly. 

Before  closing  our  report,  we  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  pa- 
rents to  the  practice  that  has  become  quite  too  frequent ;  that  of 
siding  with  your  children,  when  they  have  disobeyed  the  rules  of 
'  school.  Teachers  are  but  human,  and  like  all  persons,  are  liable 
to  err  ;  but  is  it  good  policy  to  speak  of  the  teacher's  faults  in 
presence  of  his  pupils  ?  By  so  doing  you  will  lessen  their  respect 
for,  and  their  confidence  in  him  as  a  teacher ;  and  thus  you  sow 
the  seed  of  arrogance.  If  a  teacher  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty, 
and  for  the  better  maintenance  of  order,  believes  it  necessary  to 
resort  to  corporal  punishment,  and  by  inflicting  said  punishment 
lays  himself  liable  to  a  fine,  is  it  good  policy,  or  will  it  promote 
the  future  well  being  and  decorum  of  your  children,  or  add  to 
the  prosperity  of  our  schools,  to  prosecute  the  teacher  in  our 
courts  of  justice  ?  Do  not  parents  uphold  their  children  in  violat- 
ing the  rules  of  the  school,  and  countenance  them  in  their  rebel- 
lion against  necessary  regulations,  by  such  prosecutions  ?  Most 
certainly  they  do.  We  do  not,  and  we  never  can  uphold  a  teach- 
er in  punishing  a  pupil  from  revengeful  motives ;  but  we  believe 
it  to  be  the  teacher's  duty  to  enforce  all  needful  rules,  and  that 
he  is  justified  in  the  use  of  corporal  punishment,  until  the  scholar 
promises  compliance  with  the  rules  ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  all  pa- 
rents to  sustain  and  countenance  the  teacher  in  his  endeavors  to 
maintain  order. 
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We  subjoin  the  names  of  those  scholars  who  deserve  partic- 
ular notice  for  their  regularity  and  punctuality,  they  having 
neither  been  absent  nor  tardy  during  the  session,  hoping  others 
will  be  stimulated  to  do  likewise. 


District  No.  1. 

SUMMER. 

Harriet  A  Hayward, 
Carrie  E.  Newcomb, 
Mary  Hurst, 

WINTER. 

Luella  Austin, 
Isabel  J.  Dean, 
Cora  F.  Dean, 
Cora  M.  Frost, 
Lucia  E.  Lothrop, 
Carrie  E.  Newcomb, 
Mary  L.  Whitney, 

District  No.  2. 

SUMMER. 

Ida  L.  Curtis, 
Charles  W.  Lunn, 

WINTER. 

George  M.  D.  Packard, 
Warren  Mansfield, 
Eustis  K.  Clapp, 
Asaph  Howard, 
Levis  J.  White, 
Maria  Howard, 
Katie  H.  Britt, 
Lucy  Mansfield, 
Sarah  Ames, 
Lucy  Curtis, 
Lizzie  Reed, 
Roger  S.  Howard, 
Charles  Bachelder, 

District  No.  3. 

SUMMER. 

L.  Maria  Delano, 
Elisha  F.  White, 

WINTER. 

J.  Preston  Howard, 
Adoniram  Hayward, 
Nahum  M.  D.  Hayward, 


District  No.  4. 

SUMMER. 

Ellis  H.  Williams, 
Clifton  Williams, 
LeRoy  H.  White, 
Lois  S.  Gardner, 
Sarah  A.  Spaulding, 

WINTER. 

Ellis  H.  Williams, 
Sumner  D.  Keith, 
Hiram  K.  Spaulding, 
Harriet  E.  Williams, 
Ellen  M.  Williams, 
Lois  S,  White, 
Sarah  A.  Spaulding, 

District  No.  5. 

SUMMER. 

Ellen  E.  Goward, 

winter. 
Mary  E.  Drake, 
Ellen  E.  Goward, 
Addie  M.  Curtis, 
Hattie  E.  Keith. 

District  No.  6. 

SUMMER. 

Phebe  I.  Britton, 
Lauretta  J.  Wilson, 
George  H.  Fobes, 
Charles  L.  Wilson, 

WINTER. 

George  H.  Fobes, 

District  No.  7, 

SUMMER. 

Everett  Foster, 
Willie  Packard, 
Augustus  Osgood, 
Henrietta  Day, 
Victorine  Foster, 
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Callie  Packard, 
Martha  Day, 
Nettie  Russell, 

WINTER. 

Jennie  F.  Warner, 
Lucy  French, 
Luthera  Pratt, 
Vesta  Sampson, 
Edith  Williams, 
Frank  Humphrey, 
Frank  Pratt, 
Henry  W.  Williams, 
Frank  Peck, 
Charles  L.  Littlefield, 
H.  Augustus  Osgood, 
Henrietta  Day, 
Ettie  Sampson, 
Victorine  Foster, 
Sarah  Barrows, 
Emily  Gallagher, 

District  No.  8. 

SUMMER. 

Levina  A.  Buck, 
Josephine  Marshall, 
Sarah  E.  Dickerman, 
Lenora  Dickerman, 
Norman  Whiting, 
J.  Herman  Tinkham, 
Herbert  Marshall, 

District  No.  9, 

SUMMER. 

Josephine  C.  Keith, 
Henry  L.  Packard, 
George  M.  Packard, 
Henry  Keith, 
George  W.  Reed, 

WINTER. 

Martin  L.  Phillips, 
Henry  L.  Reed, 
Henry  L.  Packard, 
Frederic  S.  Packard, 
George  M.  Reed, 


William  Packard, 

District  No.  10. 

WINTER. 

Emmaletta  Smith, 
Deroice  Smith, 
James  Smith, 

District  No.  11. 

SUMMER. 

Julia  W.  Davidson, 
Mary  J.  Matthews, 
Charles  F.  Belcher, 
John  Welsh, 
Frederic  G.  King, 

WINTER. 

George  C.  Belcher, 
William  T.  Belcher, , 
Charles  F.  Belcher, , 
Frank  Britton, 
Edward  P.  Drake, 
George  F.  King, 
Fred  D.  King, 
Frank  E.  King, 
James  McKeon, 
Nathaniel  C.  Newcomb, 
John  Needham, 
Jerome  B.  Pratt, 
John  Welsh, 
Minnie  C.  Belcher, 
Elmina  D.  Britton, 
Cynthia  Britton, 
Wealthy  Bonney, 
Manetta  A.  Cobbett, 
Lizzie  W.  Davidson, 
Hattie  W.  Davidson, 
Julia  W.  Davidson, 
Margaret  Desmond, 
Sarah  Hoxie, 
Sarah  L.  King, 
Mary  J.  Matthews, 
Mary  McKeon, 
Jane  R.  Newcomb, 
Sarah  B.  Pratt, 
Lizzie  M.  Pratt, 
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Fellow  Citizens :  in  drawing  this  report  to  its  close,  your  com- 
mittee would  continue  to  urge  upon  your  consideration  the  wel- 
fare of  our  schools.  If  you  would  have  your  children  maintain 
an  honorable  literary  position,  and  not  fall  behind  those  of  other 
portions  of  the  Commonwealth,  your  schools  must  be  continued 
through  eight  or  ten  months  of  the  year.  Let  the  interest  in  them 
be  increased  rather  than  diminished ;  and  remember  that  in  mat- 
ters of  education  as  in  other  things,  those  "  who  would  reap  boun- 
tifully must  sow  bountifully." 

D.  H.  PRATT,  )  School  Committee 

GEO.  G.  WITHINGTON,  \  of 
L.  B,  BATES,  )  Eastern,, 
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